
Takeaway
Restoring coral reefs means restoring
nature's ability to protect, support, and
sustain island communities.

Coral restoration becomes more effective when local communities
are actively involved. Combining science with education and citizen
participation helps build long-term support for marine conservation.
This approach can be adapted by island and coastal communities
facing similar climate and reef challenges.

The Travelling Idea

The Concept
Coral reefs are among the most
valuable natural assets of island
communities. They support
marine biodiversity, fisheries,
tourism, and help protect
coastlines by reducing wave
energy during storms and
erosion. However, rising sea
temperatures, coral bleaching,
pollution, and human activities
are placing increasing pressure
on reef ecosystems worldwide.
As coral reefs decline, the
environmental and economic
benefits they provide are also
threatened. Coral restoration
helps accelerate the recovery of
damaged reefs by actively
rebuilding degraded areas. 
By combining science,
conservation, and community
participation, restoration projects
strengthen ecosystem health
and enhance climate resilience.

Seychelles in Focus
Coral reefs are vital to the
Seychelles, supporting biodiversity,
tourism, fisheries, and coastal
protection. However, repeated
coral bleaching events linked to
rising sea temperatures have
caused significant reef degradation
across parts of the archipelago. In
response, the Marine Conservation
Society Seychelles (MCSS)
launched the Unlock the Sea
Programme, combining coral
restoration, marine conservation,
and environmental education.
The initiative engages local
communities, fishers, tourism
operators, students, and volunteers
in restoring reef ecosystems
through hands-on conservation
activities. By linking scientific
restoration techniques with public
participation, the programme helps
strengthen both reef recovery and
environmental awareness.
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How it works: 

The Unlock the Sea Programme uses
coral gardening techniques to restore
damaged reef ecosystems.
Healthy coral fragments are collected
from resilient donor colonies and
grown in underwater nurseries,
where they can develop under
protected conditions. Once they
reach an appropriate size, the corals
are transplanted onto degraded reef
areas to support reef recovery. 
The programme also engages local
communities, fishers, tourism
operators, students, and volunteers
in restoration activities. Through
hands-on participation, workshops,
and awareness campaigns,
participants learn about coral
ecology, climate change impacts, and
marine conservation.
By combining scientific restoration
with community engagement, the
initiative supports both reef recovery
and long-term environmental
stewardship.
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